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About the Almond Board of California
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About the Almond Board of California

Grower-enacted ñFederal Marketing Orderò established in 1950

ÅRepresents growers and handlers (processors) 

Under the supervision of USDA

Voluntary 10 member Board of Directors (5 growers, 5 handlers)

Å12 committees and ~140 volunteer members

Funded by $.03/lb assessment

Provides:
ÅGeneric global marketing of almonds

ÅSets grade standards

ÅFunds research in production, environmental issues, nutrition, and food safety/quality
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Board/Committee Structure 

Leadership Development Committee

ABC Board of Directors

International Committee

Bee Task ForceProduction Research Committee

Environmental Committee

Almond Quality 

& Evaluation Task Force
Food Quality & Safety Committee

PR& Advertising Committee

Global Technical/Regulatory 

Affairs Subcommittee

Nutrition Committee

Admin & Finance Committee

Reserve Committee

39 employees based 

in Modesto, 

Washington, DC, and 

London
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Total ABC Budget: $44.8 million

FY 2010-11 Budget

Administration
17%

Production
2%

Environmental 
2%

Nutrition
4%

PR & Advertising
39%

International
31%

GTRA
1%

Industry 
Relations

2%
FQS
2%
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Crop/Nut of Choice Continuum
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ABC Strategic Objectives

Almond farming 

in California is 

considered by all 

to be a crop that 

is good for the 

state and the 

country, and has 

a long term 

comparative, 

competitive 

advantage

versus other 

countries of origin

The use and 

consumption of 

almonds is 

considered 

essential to global 

importers, 

manufacturers, 

product 

developers, 

marketers,

retailers, and 

consumers
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Industry Overview
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The Scope of the Industry

Spanning 500 miles throughout 

the Central Valley

100% of U.S. production

6,000 growers, 100 ñhandlersò

Approximately 80% of 

worldwide production

#1 California agriculture export* 

Top U.S. horticultural export*

Farm value 

Approximately 

$3 Billion

* Value Basis
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California Almonds are Top of World Supply

Source: Almond Board of California

Australia, 3.4%

Others, 6.6%

Spain, 8.8%

California 

Produces 

about 80% of 

the Total 

World Almond 

Supply
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Bearing Acreage vs. Almond Production

**2010-11 estimated

Source: Almond Board of California
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California Almond Production/Shipment Trend
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Global demand and shipments 

anticipated to stay firm
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Top Ten California Ag Exports By Value 2009 (in millions)

SOURCE: California Department of Food and Agriculture
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Western Europe
43%

Asia Pacific
32%

Middle 
East/Africa

15%

Canada/Mexico
5%

Central/
Eastern Europe

4% Other
1%

Significance and Diversity of Export Shipments

Source: Almond Board of California
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California Almonds:

Creating and Supporting Demand Worldwide
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Determining Where (and how) To Invest

U.S.

Canada

Mexico

Mercosur

W. Europe

Russia
C./E. Europe

India

China

N. Asia

SE Asia
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Strategy Development:  Understand the Potential for Growth

Growth 

Potential

Consumer Culture

Health

Key Categories

Economy Distribution
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Global Marketing Strategy

Market, Nutrition & 

Technical Research

Geographic:
U.S./Canada, EU

China and India

Japan, Korea          

Category:
Chocolate

Bakery/Patisserie

Snack
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North America: Where We Started in the Late 1990ôs

Consumers: 

ÅPractically no top-of-mind awareness

ÅNo positive health associations, some negative associations with cholesterol

ÅExtremely low awareness of almonds as ingredients in CPG and Foodservice 

ÅNo differentiation amongst the nuts

Challenge: Raise awareness of almonds as a tasty, nutritious ingredient and 

snack

Health Professionals:

ÅFat and cholesterol confusion 

ÅCalorie content overshadowed any nutrient or health benefit

ÅNuts not top of mind for patient recommendations

Challenge: Overcome the negative associations and raise awareness of the      

benefits of almond consumption
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Almond Nutrition Research Overview:  1995 to present

ÅSubstantiate the health 

and nutritional benefits

ÅStrong heart health 

focus

Å2003 FDA all-nut 

qualified health claim   

ÅOver 75 papers now 

published

ÅPartnering with leading 

universities, institutions 

globally: UK, China, 

India  

Å$10 million research 

investment to date
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California Almonds Growth in North America

Almond usage, top-of-mind awareness and liking has 

increased with program spending
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Almond Board Programs:

Taking a Science-Based Approach
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ABC Strategic Objectives

Almond farming 

in California is 

considered by all 

to be a crop that 

is good for the 

state and the 

country, and has 

a long term 

comparative, 

competitive 

advantage

versus other 

countries of origin

The use and 

consumption of 

almonds is 

considered 

essential to global 

importers, 

manufacturers, 

product 

developers, 

marketers,

retailers, and 

consumers
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Industry On-Going Commitment, Investment 

Nutrition Research

Discover and document 

health and nutritional benefits

Á Heart health

Nine clinical studies over the last 

13 years have shown that 

almonds can lower cholesterol as 

part of a diet low in saturated fat

ÁWeight management

Recent studies indicate that 

almonds may improve satiety 

and can be eaten without the 

fear of weight gain

Industry Research

Track and improve production

Á Environmental research 

Á Production research

Á Technical/Functional 

research

Consumer Research

Understand consumer attitudes

Market Research

Understanding market 

opportunities and threats
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Food Quality & Safety Committee

Aflatoxins

ÅMold contaminant regulated throughout the world

ÅEU has set particularly low limits

Salmonella

ÅTwo outbreaks ï2001 and 2004

ÅPasteurization rule took effect Sept 1, 2007

Monitoring for other potential contaminants

ÅAcrylamide

ÅPesticide residues

ÅHeavy metals

Allergen Control in Facilities

Nut Quality (e.g. shelf life, sensory traits, etc)

Post Process Contamination Control
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Production Research ï1973 to Present

$17.7 m research investment over 37 years

Current budget ~ $1 m, ~ 42 projects

Č Optimization of ag inputs and orchard 

management

ÅBetter and environmentally responsible insect & 

disease control, pesticide resistance 

management

ÅTree nutrition and irrigation

ÅReplanting and self compatible varieties for the 

long term

Early focus on navel orangeworm, linked to aflatoxin

ÅUp to 8.8% insect damage in 1978;

<1.4% in 2010

2005 Bee Task Force formed
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What About Water?

75% of available water (water, snow) originates 

north of the Delta ïCalifornia ñwater hubò
ÅDrought, endangered fish species legislation has limited 

pumping 

Å200,000 acres of almonds south of the Delta impacted by  

past cutbacks

2009 tough, expensive choices by almond growers 

to maintain orchard productivity
ÅFallowing row crops; pumping/buying expensive water

25 years of ABC-funded research has been key
ÅMicro-irrigation

ÅMulti-faceted irrigation scheduling

ÅRegulated deficit irrigation:  reduces water use about 1/3 

without sacrificing current/future crops

ÅDrought Management Portal on ABC website

The future
ÅCA  water management and conveyance system ï

particularly the Delta ïis unsustainable

ÅWater policy needs long term solution - 2012 Bond vote?
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What About Bee Health?

Pollination requirement of 1.4 million hives

ÅOver one half U.S. supply of 2.4 million commercial hives

ÅSufficient supply despite honey bee health challenges 

ABC Pollination research since 1976, investing  $1.8 million 

ÅLargest, most sustained of any non-government organization

ÅHoney bee health a focus since 1995 ïnutrition, pest/disease 

management, impact of pesticides - $1.2 million spent

ÅSince 2003, more than $750,000 spent on over 45 projects including 

Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD)

ñPartneringò with beekeepers and research institutions

Research is confirming multiple factors play a role in CCD

ÅMites, diseases, virus, nutrition, pesticides

ÅNew tools, practices help beekeepers better manage hives, and 

reduce CCD incidence

ÅCCD accounts for under 1/3 of bee deaths
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Environmental Issues

Water availability

Endangered Species Act
ÅReducing Water Distribution

ÅMajor role now in pesticide registration 

actions

ÅHabitat protection, enhancements

Water quality
ÅRun-off/spray drift

ÅGround Water

Air Quality
ÅDust 

ÅOzone

ÅDiesel emissions 

ÅGreenhouse gases
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Environmental Committee Research/Outreach

Environmental Committee formed in 2002 and current budget ~ $1 m

Research to develop data for regulatory process

- PM10 harvest dust emission factors

- GHG emissions

Research to reduce the impact of almond growing on the environment

- harvest dust reduction measures

- fertilizer efficacy

- surface water protection measures

- fumigant emissions reductions

Annual Environmental Stewardship Tour:

- outreach to regulators and media

- sustainability program

ABCôs Environmental Stewardship recognized

numerous times by U.S. and state government 


